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‘We live with:

the dust, eat it, gi

with it, watch it strip us of po ssession
and the h@pe of ﬁaggeggsgng 4

the land was “almost wholly
uninhabitable by a people
depending upon agriculture.”

Yet early in the 20th century,
a steady stream of people began
to settle there, encouraged by
s and real estate

ousands of people

it,-trouble was bound to come.

At first, things went the settlers’
way. During World War I (1914-
1918), there was good rain and
wheat prices were high. But after
the war, prices collapsed. Then
the Great Depression, which began
in 1929, hit f‘l e area hard. Farms
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a frequent part of li
of the da‘y‘ was just ﬂoﬁ rmdmghi
says a survivor of No Man’s Land,
in Burns’s fi lm The Dust Bowl.
Children died of “dust pneumonia,
their lungs assaulted by the fine
particles. Relentless storms took
an enormous psychoelogical and
physical toll on people. “We live
with the dust, eat it, sleep with it,
watch it strip us of possessions and
the hope of possessions,” Avis D.
Carlson wrote in 1935.

The crisis didn’t pass until
the end of the 1930s. ]
programs, along with universities
and farmers, developed methods
to fight soil erosion. The federal
government restored millions of
acres to grass. Finally, in 1939, the
rains returned to the Great Plains.
Could there be ancther Dust
Bow!l? Bonnifield says it’s not likely,
ecause modern farmers know
tter how to plant their crops and
afeguard the land. “They are very,
rery sensitive to that wind and that
dirt,” he says. “Their awareness of
it, and how they're doing things, is
deeply ingram d in them.”
But today there are concerns
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7ast number of pumps and wahs
s the Ogallala goes down and
'e"re no longer able to pump the
water up,” Bonnifield says, “we're
going to have serious problems.”
—Bryan Brown
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