 

Neutral informative "what is fracking" video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uti2niW2BRA
From Exxon Mobile, Pro Fracking
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WP5wSfD0fk4
From Anti-Fracking Website
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/external-videos/is-your-water-at-risk-from-fracking-2/
 

Controversial Lady holding match to sink, igniting chemicals

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LBjSXWQRV8
Lesson Plan

1. Introduction to terms. Discuss as a class Hydraulic Fracturing (what do they know already, what do they think it is), Shale (a finegrained sedimentary rock with layers, allowing oil and gas to reside in pore space), and gas/oil fields, pumps, wells, drills, usage, ext. Pass around oil sample, shale sample, show picture of fracking/oil well. 

2. Read and Notes. Students read the article and take note on how fracking works and their opinion so far on fracking. (See assignment sheet.) Give students time to finish reading, students who finish early can start reflection essay. 

3. Watch and Discuss. Students watch videos on projector, may take notes if they want. First video is neutral side. Have students predict if they think Exxon will be pro or against fracking. Second video from exxon shows their view, but leaves out hazards. Ask students “what did they leave out?” Students have good sense of this, reply chemicals and dangers and pollution. Watch against fracking video. Ask students again what they left out (benefits, safety procedures in place, depth of wells,…). Watch final video on sink water catching on fire. Explain to students the controversy over this; that some people think the lady outside is pumping gas into the water line, that this video is propaganda against oil companies, and that natural methane can be in ground water and cause this to happen in places where fracking has never occurred, nor has oil drilling. 

4. Give students a minute to discuss their notes before starting essays. 

5. Reflect and Write. Students respond to the prompt. Be sure to re-state that an in-text example is required from either the article or a movie. Essays can be completed underneath their notes. 

